
 

The Society is now on Twitter!  Follow us on   @WarwickNatHist 

 
Spring is coming – skylarks, lambs, woodpeckers, snowdrops galore, crocus and 

daffodils!! 
 

 

 

 

 

 
I recently made a visit to the Lapworth Museum of Geology, based on the site of Birmingham 

University in Edgbaston and what a pleasant surprise!  I am not really terribly interested in 

geology and went along with no great expectations, but found the museum to be a little gem.   
 

The museum dates back to 1880 being named after Charles Lapworth a famous geologist of the 

time and it is one of the oldest specialist geological museums in the UK.  Many of the exhibits 

originate from the Midlands area including fossils from Dudley and the Cotswolds. 
 

There are exhibitions on minerals, the evolutionary process and a section on the “active earth” 

highlighting active volcanic and earthquake zones.  The earthquake information clearly showed 

the earth’s fault line affecting southern Turkey and North Syria – a current day disaster as it 

continues to unravel with a death toll being unbearably high and still increasing.  We here in 

the UK have to be so grateful not to be near the tectonic plate margins where all this movement 

takes place.   
 

I highly recommend this museum to those who are not familiar with it – it is free to enter and 

easily accessible by public transport.  

15th February        BC 

 
Following my recently reported catastrophe with frogs in my pool in January in Barford, I am 
pleased to report a mass of frogs now in residence and I’m awaiting frog spawn! 
17th February         MJ R 
(Update: Frogspawn appeared on 23 February!) 
 

 

February 17th and a Peacock butterfly visited to feed at  

Viburnum in our Kenilworth garden.  

19th February       SG 
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The Heronries Census is the annual survey of all Grey Herons, Little Egrets, Cormorants and 
scarcer herons nesting in the UK. Herons are into their breeding season and the search is on to 
identify the location of additional sites in BTO Warwickshire region.  Do you know of any 
heronries, or can you take up the challenge to identify new sites?  
 

The suggested approach to seek out new sites is to start from known foraging areas, checking 
any nearby woods or clumps of trees and circling outwards, checking for nests and nest building. 
Colonies can be at quite a distance from foraging areas (5-10km or more) so noticing directions 
herons are flying is also helpful, especially if they are carrying sticks, and at dawn and dusk when 
they are more likely to be flying from and to the colony.  
 

The existing sites registered for the region can be found via this link, with the latest survey count 
and availability shown below: 
Charlecote Park: count 15 – Available 
N of Eggwell Wood, Nr Henley in Arden: count 19 – Assigned 
New Waters, Warwick Castle Park: unknown – Assigned 
Sweet Knowle: Assigned – count 10 - Assigned 
Long Marsden: count 0 – now extinct 
 

There are very likely to be more colonies in the region but finding them is the challenge, 
especially if they are on private land. However, all feedback on any observations about possible 
sites are welcome. Even if getting close isn't immediately possible without contacting 
landowners first, knowing of potential sites is the first step, so if you are interested and can to do 
some searching, please let Annette Jarratt-Knock know, (Regional Representative – BTO 
Warwickshire     07767 274213) 
 

19th February        BC 

 
19th February. A blackcap singing in bushes next to the Warwick Sainsbury's car park 
 

Despite the scaffolding reaching the top of St. Mary’s tower, the peregrines are still using it when 

the workmen aren’t there. Both birds were on the scaffolding at the weekend, (18th-19th Feb), 

and early on 20th, the female (judging by size) made several circuits of the tower then settled on 

the scaffolding right at the top. So, they might continue to use it for feeding when there is no work 

going on. 
 

On the racecourse, the fencing to protect the skylark nesting area is starting to go up. I counted 

eight skylarks this morning with several in full song flight.  

20th February        RT 

 
Wolston Woods snowdrops 
Snowdrops in Wolston Wood seem better than ever this year. The private woodland open to the 
public was once part of the Manor House Estate. Park at Wolston village hall in the main street, 
walk back to the war memorial and turn right. Then take the narrow path on the left by the  
school, passing a small housing estate on the left.  

 
On the way to the main wood admire 
crocuses buzzing with bees or 
hoverflies and a few beautiful 
snowdrops with double flowers.   
 
 
 

 
.../ 

https://app.bto.org/colonies/private/view-colonies.jsp


Take a path going right at a fork and follow paths circling 
round the wood.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Through the trees I saw greylag geese landing to 
feed on green meadows near the church...     
Such a peaceful and uplifting place to wander around at the end of winter - birdsong, trees of all 
shapes, a river, beautiful white vistas of snowdrops and spring sunshine. 
20th February           FW 

 
Pine martens 

These elusive and rare animals are not in Warwickshire but the Daily Telegraph's Nature Notes 

on 22 February reports they are increasing in Northumberland's Kielder Forest. Four times as 

many scats [faeces] last autumn were found near 50 new den boxes than the previous year.  
 

Mainly found in the north of England and Scotland, they 

live in woodland, often in holes in trees or old squirrel 

dens, and eat rodents, birds, insects, fruit - and love 

peanuts on birdtables!  I once saw one at the home of a 

naturalist/photographer who ran nature safari trips in the 

Fort William area of Scotland. After paying a fee we sat in 

his conservatory at night to watch wild pine martens climb 

on a garden wall outside to feed on peanuts and bread and 

jam which they demolished in double-quick time!  Such a 

thrill - my photos taken through glass show one eating 

peanuts and retreating to a tree in the grounds.    
 

Each animal apparently has a unique shaped bib that allows them to be identified. Pine martens 

were reintroduced to the Forest of Dean, Glos, in 2019 and are being monitored by Glos Wildlife 

Trust.  

22nd February         FW    [photo taken in 2017] 

 

 

 

On warm days honeybees are busy in the garden 
and for added delight the bigger Bombus 
varieties. Much as we love bees, they are not 
easy to identify when buzzing in and out of 
flowers.  I found an excellent site called Urban 
Bees: 
https://www.urbanbees.co.uk/  with a helpful 
month by month discussion of bees to look out 
for in your garden. I bought their handy calendar 
showing the bees you may see in February 
(collage also attached to email).  
22nd February          SG 
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https://www.urbanbees.co.uk/


Green Shoots Community Climate Change Fund: No-Mow and 

Wildflowers on George Eliot Hospital Site 

Wildflower meadows, once a feature of George Eliot Hospital in 

Nuneaton, are set to spring into life again thanks to funding from WCC's 

Green Shoots Community Climate Change Fund. The Hospital NHS 

Trust has been awarded £4,916 in funding as part of the scheme to 

introduce a no-mow green corridor around the entire hospital. This will 

help join up other green spaces that border the hospital, such as the 

area at the back of Bermuda Park. 
 

The £1m Green Shoots Community Climate Change Fund is allocated by Warwickshire County 

Council and supports a wide range of small, community-powered initiatives across Warwickshire 

in addressing the climate change emergency. 

23rd February        MP 

 
Attenborough Reserve Trip 27 March - £53.50  
There is a guided birdwatching trip by Johnsons Coaches to the 
Attenborough Nature Reserve, Notts, on 27th March, with local pickups.  
 

Ashley Grove, known to us, is the guide - he mentions kingfisher, 
bitterns and sand martins. On site are cafe, visitor centre, 4 hides, lakes, 
river, meadows and woodland. Tel 01564 797000 to book or online at  
A Day Excursion to Attenborough Nature Reserve with Ashley Grove 
with Johnsons Coaches           
24th February          FW 

 
An update on the Kingfisher Pools renovation work,  

St Nicholas’ Park 

Following donations from many local organisations, including 

our Society, the renovation work is now well under way, 

involving the removal of silt from King Henry Pools and re-

installing pond-dipping platforms, as well as bank erosion work 

on the main Kingfisher Pool. Unwanted vegetation and self-set 

trees around the edges of the pool and brambles on the banks 

have already been removed to give access to the site.  
 

Sue Griffin, of the Junior Angling Committee, reports that ’at 

lunchtime on the 24th February the place was alive with birds: 

50 or so black-headed gulls, 1 lesser black-backed gull, moorhens, pied wagtails, magpies, 

blackbirds and others all taking advantage of the food being presented to them by the work. They 

didn’t care about the ongoing work but just got stuck in and squabbled over the food. One heron 

caught a 2’ eel and spent the next 30 minutes swallowing it’. 

25th February        RW 

 
This male blackcap has been coming regularly to feed on the 
mealworms in my protected feeding tray. He has occasional 
territorial disputes with a robin but both are 
chased off by the blackbirds. 
 
I too have been seeing chaffinches in the garden 
for the first time in a long time. Perhaps they are 
making a comeback?  
They seem to prefer to feed on the ground 

below the hanging seed feeder rather than on the feeder. 
25th February        TS 

.../ 

https://onlinebookings.johnsonscoaches.co.uk/Tour/Attenborough-Nature-Reserve-with-Ashley-Grove-23
https://onlinebookings.johnsonscoaches.co.uk/Tour/Attenborough-Nature-Reserve-with-Ashley-Grove-23


Trees at Compton Verney's Light Spectacular – on until 5 March! 

Magnificent trees are seen as never before at Compton Verney's 

amazing light show, on until March 5th. We wandered through 

woodland, admiring trees in ever-changing colours, seeing the 

18th century house over the water as we crossed the ancient 

bridge all lit up.   
 

Capability Brown had designed the parkland but could never have 

envisaged such modern technology providing such a dazzling 

spectacle.  A magical walk in nature in the dark for all ages, 

seeing so many towering ancient cedars that are probably 300 

years old.  It’s all well guided with arrows to follow, don't miss it!  

26th February       FW    (More images attached to covering email) 

 
Out walking I spotted these attractive Common Alder catkins  
(Alnus glutinosa).   The alder is a monoecious plant whereby the 
male and female flowers are found on the same tree.  The male 
catkins are about 5/6 cms long and yellowish red in colour. The 
female flowers are smaller and reddish and after fertilisation they 
become green and eventually brown, woody and cone 
shaped.  Even after the seeds in the cones have been released the 
empty cones stay on the tree all winter.    

26th February         LD                     Female flower 
 

 
February 27th at Brandon Marsh, a Jay sat with puffed feathers 

to keep warm in the chill air, while five admiring humans quietly 

crept, and crouched, to get its photo.  

 

The vibrant colour of these surviving Scarlet Elf Caps  

shone out on an overcast afternoon at Brandon Marsh.  

 

27th February        SG 

 

 

4 Redpoll in my Barford garden today.        28th February        MJ R 

 
WNHS Library Book review:  
 

Isabella Tree, 'Wilding - The return of nature to a British Farm', 
2018    Picador paperback. (H103) 
 

A passionately personal account, 'robustly argued and 
uplifting- one of the landmark ecological books of the decade', 
commented Sunday Times Books of the Year review. The 
Knapp Experiment in West Sussex used free-roaming cattle, 
pigs and deer to create new habitats for wildlife including rare 
white storks which now breed there. An interesting and 
inspirational book. 
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